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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL: 
Hawk Families: 

   We want to start by thanking all the family support that we have received in helping Hendricks become an 

“A” school by the Arizona Depar tment of Education. We could not have done so 

well without the students and parents hard work and dedication. We look forward to 

another successful year. 

Life at Hendricks is humming right along.  We had a busy month in October. This 

month will also be extremely busy as we get ready for the holidays. First, I would like 

to sincerely thank all of our parents and families who attended parent/teacher confer-

ences. Teachers reported a high attendance rate which is truly appreciated. The chil-

dren are always the winners when we stay in close contact between home and school.  

I’m so proud of our students adherence to the 3 R’s—Respect, Responsibility and 

Relationships. 
 The first quarter awards assembly recognized students in 1st—6th grades for their academic achieve-

ment in school.  It is so fun to see the excitement and joy in the students’ faces as they were honored for their 

achievements and efforts.  Thank you for making the effort and taking the time to join us at our awards assemblies.  

Please continue to encourage your child to complete his/her homework, learn his/her math facts and to read, read, 

read.  Check out the many students who earned blue or gold honor roll on our website.   It is so important for students 

to develop these strong academic skills and work habits while they are young so they can continue to apply these 

skills throughout life. 

 As we look to Thanksgiving we would like to wish each of our families a healthy and happy holiday.  

We are thankful for the support and participation of our Hendricks families.  Hen-

dricks is an A+ school because of our students, staff and families.  We are thank-

ful for our community. 

 

Upcoming events:  

Veteran’s Day - No school  on Friday, November 10, 2017 

Smile!  It’s picture retake day on Friday, November 17, 2017 

DAP Testing – November 20th – December 8th, 2017 

Thanksgiving – No School on Thursday and Friday, November 23rd – 24th, 2017 

Please mark your calendars for our Hendricks Holiday on Saturday, December  

9th.  This is always a great community event in which students and families can  

get a start on the holiday shopping.  Be sure to follow our PTO on Facebook to 

get PTO news. 

 

Hawks are A+ Strong, 

Alan Schmidt   

Alan Schmidt 

Principal 

696-8405 

Important Contact Numbers: 
 

Student Absence Line 
696-4807 

 
Phyllis Agraan, Registrar  

696-8400 
 

Twila Bratka,  
Health Assistant  

696-8402 
 

Darlene Jones,  
Administrative Assistant  

696-8401 
 

Zule Olivas,  
Cafeteria Manager  

696-8408 



 

Title I Reading: 
 

Read a Book, Write a Math Problem 

            Combine reading, writing, and math by having your child make up word problems based on 

his/her favorite book.  

Here’s how: 

If she reads The Rainbow Fish, she could write (or dictate to you) a story problem like, 

“Rainbow fish had 10 colorful scales. He gave 9 away. How many are left?” Or after 

reading The Gingerbread Man, your child might make up a word problem such as, 

“The gingerbread man ran from 3 people and 3 animals. How many chased him in all?” 

Idea: Have your child read and act out the story problems. She could use household items like 

foil scraps for fish scales or toy people and animals. 

 

PTO: 

PTO would like to thank all the families that participated in our fall fundraiser. We earned over $5,300 

which will help to pay for all of our budgeted items, like homework folders, calendar magnets and 

Love of Reading week. We appreciate the support!  

 

We are bringing back Golden Corral Spirit week from November 6-12. You can pick any night during 

this week to go to the Golden Corral on Thornydale. Please return your receipt with your child’s name 

to their classroom. We will receive a percentage of the receipts that are received for use with items not 

listed in our budget.  

 

Our next meeting is November 21st at 2:30 pm in the volunteer center. Child care is provided for 

school aged children. This  meetings is open to all parents!  

 

Hendricks Holiday is coming soon on Saturday, December 9th from 9-11 am. This fun event is a Hen-

dricks tradition. Look for more information coming home throughout the month. We will need volun-

teers to help run the booths and baked goods donated for the cake walk.  

 

Keep sending in your Box Tops! Our final collection will be in February and the last contest is for in-

dividual classrooms. The competition is tough so ask friends and family members to help you collect!  



Notes from Mrs. McCarthy: 
 
3rd grade is our first musical performance of the year!  We will be singing our musi-
cal, HATS, for you on November 8th at 6:00, so mark your calendars now.  If you are 

interested in helping us create costumes and/or stage decorations, please contact Mrs. 

McCarthy in the music room. 
 

Band and Orchestra students should be in a routine of bringing their instrument and music to class on the cor-

rect days.  Please help your child by reminding him/her to check their music calendar on a regular ba-

sis.  Playing an instrument requires practice to build the new muscles being used, so beginners (5th grade) 

should be practicing at least 10 minutes, 3 or 4 times per week. Our intermediate students (6th grade) should 

be practicing at least 20 minutes 3 or 4 times per week.   Ask your child to play what he/she has learned so 

far! 

Hawks with Honor Students 
Kindergarten  Jayden Nixon—Vincent Rivera — Kellan Hoyt 

First Grade   Amerie Rios—Vitalia Bernard—Sophia Mitchell 

Second Grade  Eliana Lespron—Seth McGinnis—Eleana Parsons 

Third Grade  Javier Lopez—Miranda Castillo Ocano—Jaycob Mills 

Fourth Grade  Wayne Reddick—Jonah Codina—Kayla Gygi 

Fifth Grade  Aiden Springer—Nancy Nguyen  

Sixth Grade   Isabella Lespron—Julian Aquino   

First Base  Austin McGill 

Second Base    Jessie Lopez 

SEPTEMBER BUILDING BLOCK OF CHARACTER – Amerie Rios 
 

OPTIMIST STUDENT OF THE MONTH—Nancy Nguyen 
 



 

 

 

MEDICATIONS:  Please do not send your child to school 

with over the counter medications; this includes cough 

drops.  It is against school district policy unless it is accompa-

nied by a prescription from your child’s physician.  All medica-

tions must be accompanied with the box that has either the la-

bel from the pharmacy or a prescription from the physician.  Medications may not be given  

without a prescription and parent permission. 
  
LOST AND FOUND:  We have a lot of jackets in the lost and found.  Please stop by and 

claim yours.  All jackets will be donated during winter break. 

Mrs. Bratka 

From the Health Office: 

As fall arrives, we are encouraging families to practice hav-

ing their child put on and take off their coats by themselves. 

This also includes zipping, unzipping, and hanging the coat 

by its hood.  Please remember to label the inside of their 

jackets with their first and last name; this will help any lost jackets be returned to the correct 

owner!  Please continue to support your child learning to identify the letter names and sounds 

of the alphabet letters, as well as the numbers 0-20.  Also, don’t forget to help your child read 

popcorn words both using flashcards and looking for them in the books you read together at 

home.  Thank you for helping your child to complete and return their homework each day, as 

well as read together regularly.  We wish you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving! We are 

thankful for our students and their families!  



We’d like to thank our parents who traveled with us to the pumpkin 

patch! We appreciate your help with the selection of over 75 “perfect 

pumpkins”! Thank you for keeping our first graders safe while on the 

farm. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

 

            Keep up the great job you’re doing supporting your child with 

homework! By helping your child set goals to return his/her homework 

completed 95-100% of the time during the 9 week quarter, he/she can earn the Personal Responsibility 

Award at the next assembly! Are you and your child reading together and recording your story on the 

Reading Homework log? Are you making time to practice the Reading Fluency/Retell  

passages and returning both pages on Friday? Are you helping your child write a goal on the Weekly  

Reflection and returning it for our Monday morning discussion? We hope the answer is YES! 

 

            Save the Date: Thursday, December 14, 2017 1:15pm for our first grade music show, more in-

fo to come later! 

 

            And last but not least, please, please, please add first grade to your next shopping list. We 

could use more class snacks the next time you’re at the store.  Thanks so much! 

Hello 2nd Grade Families!  

 Thank you for meeting with us at conference time.  We really enjoyed sitting down with you to discuss your 

child’s progress and success. 

 Our Mini-Muster and Halloween parties were fantastic!  We couldn’t have done it without you. Your sup-

port means so much to us! 

 Be sure to check to see that your child can state his/her address and 

phone number.  This is such important information and it is also part of the 

Northwest Fire Department fire safety curriculum.  Inspector “V” will be 

coming to present a new safety lesson this month.  She will be checking with 

second grade teachers to see if all the students know their address and phone 

number.  

 We are planning a Thanksgiving feast for the 2nd graders and will need 

your help with food items.  More information will be coming home soon. 

 Be sure to keep practicing those math facts, especially subtraction.  Also, 

continue to work on the  

tan-colored fluency passages. 

 

Communication is key to your child’s success.  Please contact us with questions or concerns by messaging us 

on the Remind App, sending a note in your child’s homework folder, giving us a call, or sending an e-mail. 

  

As the holidays get near, try to keep a schedule at home for reading and homework! Remember to try to Com-

municate, Coach, and Connect during this time each day!  



            Thank you for all of the Halloween snack and 

craft donations you sent in for our classrooms. We  

appreciate all of the parent support we receive. Our play, 

“HATS!” is coming on November 8th. Please make sure 

your child is in their classroom by 5:45 that evening, and 

dressed in jeans and a solid color shirt. The kids are 

working very hard, so we hope to see all of you there!  

In November, we are beginning our third theme in read-

ing and writing. We are focusing on the types of growth; 

social, physical, and emotional. Students will be bringing 

home an organizer this week to write about a time they grew emotionally or socially. Also coming 

home next week will be a recipe project. Please look in your child’s folder over the next couple of 

weeks for these special assignments. These assignments will be graded, so it is important students 

complete them on time.  

 

In math, we are continuing to work on two and three-digit addition and subtraction, rounding num-

bers, and we will start our unit on telling time next week. Many students still need to master their ad-

dition and subtraction facts, so please encourage them to get on Reflex Math at home. Once they have 

mastered addition and subtraction on Reflex Math, they will switch over to multiplication and division 

practice. We will start multiplication-timed tests in the next couple of weeks. Students need to be ca-

pable of solving 50 multiplication facts, with the numbers 1-10, in 3 minutes. Multiplication facts are 

included in the second semester of Math Master Awards.  

Thank you for making your child’s education a priority and attending their conference.  We had a 

great time getting to know each and everyone one of you.  It takes a 

strong team between parents and teachers in order for students to 

achieve optimum success.  Please continue to communicate any con-

cerns or questions you have by sending a note in their planner or con-

tacting us in a different way. 

  

Second quarter learning involves a new math unit focused on measure-

ment and geometry of two dimensional shapes.  In reading, we will 

continue to focus on nonfiction text structures, making inferences and 

identifying the theme of a text.  We are just beginning our new science 

unit, The Structure of Life.  This unit focuses on plants and properties 

of invertebrates and vertebrates.  Pretty soon our new friends (the crayfish) will be delivered to our 

school and your students will have all kinds of fun stories to share with you! 

  

Believe it or not, the holidays are fast approaching.  Please watch for information coming home re-

garding special activities or upcoming festivities.  We have lots of holiday themed lessons planned for 

the few days leading up to each Holiday.  If your student is unable to participate, please let your stu-

dent’s teacher know as soon as possible. 

 



The students have finished with 

their first Science unit on the Human 

Body (the skeletal system).  During this 

unit, they were able to learn about the 

function of the skeletal system and the 

names of all the major bones in the hu-

man body through assembling their own 

skeleton.  They also compared and contrasted the skeletal systems of animals and humans 

through the dissection of owl pellets and the identification of the major bones in animals. Cur-

rently, they are now beginning to work on their study of the 13 colonies in Social Stud-

ies.  Furthermore the fifth graders have been working hard to become better readers by annotat-

ing their texts through identifying the big idea of the entire passage, the main ideas of each 

smaller section, as well as including their own thoughts about what the text is saying by making 

connections, asking questions, and other reading strategies.  Through annotating, they are better 

prepared to write about the information in a meaningful way that allows them to construct a 

clear position statement to guide their essays and/or paragraphs.  Finally, in math the students 

have been working hard to create, compare, and order fractions through representing equivalent 

fractions using multiple illustrations.  This has provided them, with a strong foundation to begin 

performing operation with fractions such as adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing them 

to other fractions, whole numbers, and mixed numbers.   

 

Thank you for continuing to support their academic success in all curricular areas through 

reading, annotating and responding to the weekly NewsELA article sent home for them to work 

on with you as well as providing them with the opportunity to practice their math facts online 

using reflex math and reviewing their nightly math assignments.  We also recommend that par-

ents provide students time to play some of the math games that they have been learning in class 

through accessing them on the Pearson website in the game center.  You may even enjoy sitting 

down and playing with them! Access to the Pearson website is available through entering the 

parent portal.  Feel free to email your child’s teacher if you need any help or clarification on the 

previous activities.    

 

Finally, look for more information concerning the fifth grade Rock Shop fundraiser to-

wards the end of the month.  This event will take place during Grandparents week in December 

and helps the fifth grade to raise the necessary resources to fund certain field trips, end of the 

year celebration and resources such as tablets for the students to use in the classroom. 

 

            Again, we appreciate the continued support you provide to your student as well as to us. 

Keep working on concept mastery through encouraging students to use the interactive online 

math resources and engaging in their daily reading expectation  as well as ensuring they read 

both fiction and non-fiction books during their  assigned silent reading and/or leisure time.  

 



 

We have begun our new literature study book: The Watsons Go to Birmingham. It is a won-

derfully funny story with themes centered around family.  Students will also be working on a 

Book Report Project for the second quarter on a book of their choice.  

 

Math continues to be super rigorous.  We are working on areas of polygons and moving onto 

ratios and proportional relationships. 

 

Grand Canyon:  Information regarding requirements and fundraising will be going home 

soon. 

 From the Desk of Mrs. Agraan 

We have a new check in/out system in the office.  After 9:18 in the morning please sign your 

student in on the Chromebook in the office.  Anytime you are signing a student out, you need 

to sign them out in the Chromebook as well.  Mrs. Agraan or Mrs. Jones are in the office to 

help you if you need it as well. 

November Important Dates 

 

November 6-12 Golden Corral Week 

November 6-7  CATS Field Trip to Mt Lemmon Sky School 

November 8  3rd Grade Performance 

November 9  Cross Country Meet—Jacob’s Park 

November 10  No School—Veterans Day 

November 14  CATS Field Trip to Saguaro National Park 

November 16   CATS Field Trip to Sweetwater Wetlands 

   Special Olympics Tournament 

November 21  CATS Field Trip to Sweetwater Wetlands 

   PTO Meeting            

November 23-24 Thanksgiving Break 

October 30   District Choral Festival 

 

 


